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searched the office, and breaking open a box which contained cash and
an almirah which contained records, he then removed all records, khadi
pieces, national calendars, pictures, badges, khadi caps, and religious books
such as the Ramayana and the Gita which were there and burnt them in
front of the office. They have also taken away about Rs. 120 in cash which
was sent here from the District Congress Committee for distribution among
the flood-affected people and also as contribution to the national school
The following from Banaras completes the dismal picture of
daylight robbery by the very Government that professes to act in
the name of law and order:
During the last three days the volunteers did not parade the streets
to court arrest. Altogether nearly 500 were arrested, most of them were
released after 24 hours or fined Rs, 10, In default, the police stripped them
of their blankets, coats, caps, shoes, watches etc.
One hears of such things done by hooligans. In law the
persons and property of citizens are held so sacred that they can-
not be touched without processes of law. I have seen debtors in
courts walk away in unconcern with gold chains dangling on their
waistcoats in spite of orders of payments against them, I have
seen accused charged with crimes being fined and yet walking away
with diamond rings on their fingers covering the amount of their
fines. In all such cases recovery has been made after warrants of
public attachment and public sales. But the law that is being
just now administered against non-co-operators is a law without
restraint. The caprice of an official represents the whole law in
India, I imagine that even under martial law some of the things
that are reported to have happened could not be done with im-
punity. It is a pity that human beings can be found and used
for playing a game so low as is being played by the Government
of India.
Young India, 5-1-1922